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We want you to compost and….

we want you to do it RIGHT!
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Agencies Regulating Compost
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➢ Solid Waste 
Bureau

➢ Occupational 
Health and 
Safety Bureau

➢ Surface Water 
Quality Bureau

➢ Ground Water 
Quality Bureau

➢ 40 CFR Part 
503 for 
Biosolids 
Composting

➢ New Mexico 
Fertilizer Act
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 Primary regulatory agency for composting 
facilities in the state

 Regulates the composting PROCESS not the 
PRODUCT 

Solid Waste Bureau
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 Application form includes: 
 Operations Plan 
 Types and amounts of feedstocks used
 Nuisance Prevention Plan

 Compliance Plan for 40 CFR 503 (biosolids only)

 Agreement to comply with:
 NMED Certified operator
 Annual reports submitted to SWB

(see 20.9.3.27 NMAC)

Basic Registration Requirements
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A registration is not a permit

SWB – Compost Facility Registration

Registration Permit
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What type of Registration do I need?

Basic 

Registration

Advanced 

registration

 None**

Compostable 

materials (source-

separated)

Special waste 

(offal, sludge)

Solid Waste

AND

ANDAND

OR

More than 25 

tons/day*

More than 5 

tons/day*

None** None**

*Annual average

*** Monthly average

** other than incidental solid waste

Collection Center 

Registration

Less than 5 

tons/day *
None

Less than 25 

tons/day * 

Less than 240 

cubic yards/day 

* * *



SWB – Compost Facility Registration
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https://www.env.nm.gov/

https://www.env.nm.gov/


SWB – Compost Facility Registration
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SWB – Compost Facility Registration
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SWB – Compost Facility Registration
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SWB – Compost Facility Registration
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Siting Location



 Site Selection
 At least 300-500 feet away from any water source or areas 

of hydrological sensitivity (away from flood plains)
 Area should have good drainage

◼ (Site should be well-drained, but not the soil)

 Consider proximity to neighbors and/or general public
 Focus on bio-security – prevention of the spread of 

pathogens or disease (especially for offal & mortality 
composting)

 Select area convenient for material handling 
 Adequate space for long term active and curing piles
 Adequate space for storage of finished compost

Best Management Practices



 Site Selection
 Storm water management

◼ Base of pile should consist of soil with low permeability (i.e. 
clay) to prevent groundwater infiltration

◼ Consider installing gravel pads to prevent pooling around 
piles

 Dust control (consider wind direction, neighbors)
 All weather access and well-maintained roads
 Minimal interference with other operations and traffic 

at facility 
 Proximity to water source for hydrating piles and fire 

suppression
 Minimize the amount of run-off from the site

Best Management Practices
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Feedstocks



 International Fire Code, Chapter 28 (updated 
2021)

 Section 2808 Storage and Processing of Wood 
Chips and Compost

 Piles shall not exceed 25 feet in height, 150 
feet in width and 250 feet in length. 

 CHAPTER 28 LUMBER YARDS AND AGRO-
INDUSTRIAL, SOLID BIOMASS AND 
WOODWORKING FACILITIES, 2021 
International Fire Code (IFC) | ICC Digital 
Codes (iccsafe.org)

Storage of Combustible Materials

#

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2/chapter-28-lumber-yards-and-agro-industrial-solid-biomass-and-woodworking-facilities
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2/chapter-28-lumber-yards-and-agro-industrial-solid-biomass-and-woodworking-facilities
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2/chapter-28-lumber-yards-and-agro-industrial-solid-biomass-and-woodworking-facilities
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2/chapter-28-lumber-yards-and-agro-industrial-solid-biomass-and-woodworking-facilities
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2/chapter-28-lumber-yards-and-agro-industrial-solid-biomass-and-woodworking-facilities


 Pile sizes must not create a public nuisance, 
therefore:
 Do not create/store piles under or near overhead 

electrical power lines
 Do not store in grassy areas or near other sources 

of flammable material 
 Do not store piles in wetlands areas or other 

watercourses

 Must have 75’ emergency fire lanes between all 
piles

Storage of Combustible Materials

#



1. Commercial Hauler Registration

2. Special Waste Hauler Registration
❖  Required if hauling to facility for composting:

 1. Sludge (un-composted or raw biosolids)
 2. Packing house and killing plant offal

SWB- Hauling Registrations
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❑ OSHA Bureau
 Implements and enforces the NM Occupational 

Health and Safety Act to protect workers in the 
private and public sector.

Other NMED Regulators
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https://www.env.nm.gov/occupational_health

_safety/

https://www.env.nm.gov/occupational_health_safety/
https://www.env.nm.gov/occupational_health_safety/
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 Surface Water Quality Bureau
National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) for 
Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPP)

https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-
water-quality/

 

Other NMED Regulators

https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/
https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/
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 Ground Water Quality Bureau
Notice of Intent to Discharge or 

Groundwater Discharge Permit
 

https://www.env.nm.gov/gwqb/permits/

Other NMED Regulators

https://www.env.nm.gov/gwqb/permits/
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 40 CFR Part 503 for Biosolids Composting 

Federal Regulations

https://www.epa.gov/biosolids/basic-

information-about-biosolids#basics

https://www.epa.gov/biosolids/basic-information-about-biosolids#basics
https://www.epa.gov/biosolids/basic-information-about-biosolids#basics
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Community Composting
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 This category falls under a Collection Center 
Facility Registration NOT a Compost Facility 
Registration

 Need to submit Operations Plan and all other 
requirements set forth for Collection Center 
registration

 DOES NOT require a NMED Certified Operator
 DOES NOT require Annual Reporting to SWB

Guidance for Community Composting
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 Like a facility registration, a site map and on-
site signage are required 

Guidance for Community Composting
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Finished Compost 



 The New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
regulates finished compost PRODUCTS - they 
do not regulate the composting PROCESS
 Finished compost CAN NOT be labeled as a 

fertilizer – it is a soil amendment or soil 
conditioner

Compost Marketing and Sales

#



Compost Marketing and Sales

#

https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/licensing-and-

registrations/fertilizer-and-soil-conditioner-

registration.html - 

https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/licensing-and-registrations/fertilizer-and-soil-conditioner-registration.html
https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/licensing-and-registrations/fertilizer-and-soil-conditioner-registration.html
https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/licensing-and-registrations/fertilizer-and-soil-conditioner-registration.html


It is the goal of the NMED to ensure that 
compost facilities are run:
  In accordance with the NM Solid Waste Rules
 In a manner that protects the environment 

(particularly surface & ground water and air 
quality)

 In a manner that does not create a public 
nuisance

 In a manner which protects the health and 
safety of workers

In Summary
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Happy Composting!
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For more information, please feel free to 
contact:

Genevieve Morgan
Climate Coordinator

Solid Waste Bureau, New Mexico Environment Department

Genevieve.Morgan@env.nm.gov

(505) 490-5356

Questions?

mailto:Genevieve.Morgan@env.nm.gov
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