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Empowering Your Community to 
Recycle

Presented at the New Mexico Recycling Conference, 
June 23, 2010

Sarah Pierpont

New Mexico Recycling Coalition 505-603-0558

New Mexico Recycling Awareness 
Month

 Each November approximately 20 schools and 
50 communities register to hold recycling 
events ranging from classroom activities toevents, ranging from classroom activities to 
collection drives.  NMRC provides resources to 
each registered entity. 

 November 15th is America Recycles Day

 Beginning in 2007 NMRC selected a 
community in the state with targeted                
outreach assistance

Albuquerque Media Campaign –
November 2007

 13 In-town & 30-poster billboards

 6 Bus sides 

 City of Albuquerque & PNM Utility bill inserts

 Press conference at Albuquerque Sunport & 
City Hall

 PSA - TV

Farmington & Navajo Nation 
Outreach Campaign - 2009

 Strong Volunteer Team

 Door to door – stickers

 Door hangers

 School Recycling                                     
Contest

 Print

ads

Get Caught Recycling Campaign –
2008 Santa Fe and 2010 Las Cruces

 Incentives are a proven method of increasing 
recycling

 Raises awareness for recycling

 Relatively easy to coordinate

 Step One – Build Support

 Step Two – Spread the Word

 Step Three – Implementation &

Tracking

First Step – Build Support 

 City Partnerships

 Local Media

 Local Businesses – seek sponsors 



2

Local Government Partnerships Media Partnerships

Business Partnerships

Second step – Get the Word out to 
the Community

 Bill inserts

 Print Advertisements

 Radio

 Businesses

 Schools

 Public Events 
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60 Second Announcement

Lady: “Hey, did you hear that during the month of November you can win prizes if you get caught 
recycling in Santa Fe?”

Radio Announcement

Man: “Yeah I did. You could be randomly selected to win things like gift certificates to Ohori’s Coffee, 
10,000 Waves spa, Big O Tires and Rapid Refill Ink, simply by recycling.”

Lady: “Not only can you win prizes, but recycling is important. It saves energy, water, land and 
resources. Did you know that recycling one Aluminum can saves enough energy to power a TV for 3 
hours! You can get caught by putting out your curbside-recycling bin on your trash day or by 
dropping off your recycling at one of the County Transfer stations or the Buckman Road Recycling 
Center. Businesses can get caught too!

Man: “Hey, I know that I can recycle plastic number 1 and 2 bottles, cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, 
and all sorts of paper.  I also know that to get a curbside recycling bin or find out what can be recycled, I 
just need to call 955-2200.”

Lady: “Remember to recycle and if you Get Caught Recycling in Santa Fe this November you’ll win 
something while you’re at it! To learn more, visit www.recyclenewmexico.com.

Business Outreach Schools Outreach
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Public Event Recycling
Step Three – Implement the 
Program

 Notify Winners

 Deliver prizes Deliver prizes

 Track/measure results

Resources

 NMRC can create a custom

logo for your community

 Sign up as a participant in Sign up as a participant in 

NM Recycling Awareness 

Month to get additional resources

 Educational Resources such as 33% resolutions, 
PowerPoint presentations and activities are available 
online at www.recyclenewmexico.com

 Environmental Calculator – generate how much energy 
and resources you’ve conserved by recycling and reuse 
www.epa.gov


