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Cooperative Teamwork & 
Recycling Assistance

The Significance & Benefits of 
Recycling Teamwork

Cooperative Teamwork & Recycling Assistance
John Kiehl, Chair CTRA Board of Directors
Rachel Perry, Executive Director
800/845-0071
www.recyclingassistance.org

Why Should We Recycle?

For Every Ton of Materials Recycled you can 
save:

17 trees
4,100 KWHrs of electricityy

7,000 gallons of water
3.3 cubic yards of landfill
60 pounds of air pollution

$29.95 in landfill fees

From 1995 to 2007, CTRA through its members have 
recycled more than 83,000 tons of materials and saved 

over $2.5 million in landfill fees.

Why Should We Recycle?

• Landfills are reaching maximum capacity

• Increasing stricter environmental• Increasing stricter environmental 
regulations

• Way of Life/Expected

• Recyclable commodities are valuable!

How Can You Do That?

When you are

• Small community
• Limited staff• Limited staff
• Limited budget
• May not be located near an urban area
• The “big boys” won’t return your phone 

calls

CTRA to the Rescue! Utopia, TX
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“Nobody can do everything, 
but everyone can do 
something.”- Unknown

• Local and regional officials 

• Dealers, processors, brokers, 
operators, mills, and end users

• Business and industry leaders 

Ci i i t l

WHO SHOULD BE YOUR SUPPORTERS?

• Civic groups, environmental 
groups, youth programs

Cooperative Marketing 
Requirements

• A secure building or a building and a 
fenced yard

• BalerBaler

• Forklift

• Educated, cooperative staff

• Be creative!

Commodity Prices 2002-2009
OCC Baled Average Prices

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$42 $54 $73 $63 $58 $91 $85 $50

OCC Loose Average Prices

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$17 $33 $53 $44 $39 $72 $66 $21 

White Ledger Baled Average Prices 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$114 $148 $170 $171 $172 $237 $260 $165 

PET Baled Average Prices 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$26 $100 $194 $268 $303 $223 $230 $90 

HDPE Colored Average Prices

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$37 $104 $155 $358 $283 $305 $342 $100

HDPE Natural Average Prices

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

$100 $200 $305 $444 $502 $511 $538 $230

Utopia, TX
Trash Drop-Off Site

Volunteers & Ingenuity



6/30/2010

3

Unique Staff Processing Choices

• LOOSE IN GAYLORD 

CONTAINERS

• BALED

• BOTH

What is Cooperative Marketing?

• Friends Sharing Resources
–Transportation Costs

–Equipment

–Trucks

–Knowledge

PRPC Model

Highway 90 Model Market Prices
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Utopia, TX 
Grand Opening & 1st Pickup Where does it go?

Recycle Center
Mixed Load 40 Bales (Same Commodity)

Plant Mill
(Dallas, Houston, SA) (Throughout the US)

Mill 
(Throughout the US)

REQUEST FOR PICKUP

• Contact, Loading & Commodity 
Information

• Order additional supplies

• Release number and date pickup will 
happen

• Driver Signature sheet after pickup has 
been picked up

Sale Information

• WHAT COMMODITY WAS SOLD

• NUMBER OF TONS AND PRICE/TON

• TOTAL DOLLARS FOR SALE

• MINUS TOTAL EXPENSES

• TOTAL DOLLARS RECEIVED

• ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF SALE

• YOUR CHECK

Questions?

www.recyclingassistance.org

Rachel M. Perry, Executive Director
CTRA

2003 S. Lamar Blvd., Suite 7
Austin, TX  78704

recycletxrachel@gmail.com
800/845-0071


